
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

 
 

 
  NOTICE OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO LOCAL RULES 
 
 
 The judges of the United States District Court for the Middle District of Georgia are 

proposing amendments to the court’s local rules.  A copy of the proposed amendments is 

attached to this notice and is also available at each Office of the Clerk in the Middle District of 

Georgia.  The court is soliciting public comment on these proposed changes and asks that all 

comments be sent to the headquarter’s office of the Clerk of Court at Post Office  

Box 128, Macon, Georgia 31202 or be emailed to the following email address:  

rulecomments@gamd.uscourts.gov.  All comments must be received no later than close of 

business on May 22, 2015.  

   

 This __17th  day of __April___________, 2015. 

 
 
 
     __s/William E. Tanner___________________ 
     WILLIAM E. TANNER 
     CLERK OF COURT  
 
  



Executive	Summary	

 
 

The following is an executive summary of the proposed changes to the Local Rules.  

Reviewers of these proposed changes should not rely on the summary but should rather 

review the actual rules when formulating comments: 

 Rule 3 involves a technical amendment concerning venue within the various divisions 

of the court.  Section 3.2 originally stated that the Clerk’s Office has staffed divisional offices 

open at all times.  The rule is being modified to make clear that staffed offices are maintained 

in all divisions but has eliminated the reference to those offices being open at all times.  That 

is the only modification to that rule. 

 Rule 7.6 is being modified to include an exception on motions for reconsideration that 

are filed pursuant to Rule 59(e).  This change will reduce the time period in which to file such 

motions from twenty-eight (28) days down to fourteen (14) days.   

 Rule 16.2 addresses alternative dispute resolution within the district.  The court is 

modifying its existing rule to communicate and encourage the use of alternative dispute 

resolution methods and simplifying the process from the original rule.   

 Rule 79 is being modified by what can be referred to as a technical amendment to 

provide that exhibits received into evidence will be retained by the Clerk unless otherwise 

directed by the presiding judge.  This rule is intended to clearly address the methodology to 

be utilized in the event sensitive exhibits are involved in litigation within the district.  

 A new local rule is being created and will be Number 83.1.6.  This new rule concerns 

the appearance and practice by third year law students before this court.  The court is 

intending to codify a rule which will not only clarify the process but hopefully encourage the 



use of third year law students as interns, and with appropriate supervision, allow them to make 

appearances before the court.   

 Rule 83.2 concerning attorney discipline is being amended and in many ways this is 

also strictly a technical amendment.  It eliminates the need for the receipt of certified copies 

of orders from the state when state action is taken concerning an attorney’s membership in the 

bar or when an attorney is disciplined by the state bar.  It simply provides that upon the court 

being notified of disciplinary action being taken, the Clerk will obtain confirmation of that 

action and then will provide necessary notices and due process to the attorney to alert them 

that if disbarred from the state, they will be disbarred from practicing in this federal court 

unless they can show cause otherwise.   

 Individuals wishing to provide the court with comments concerning these changes 

should do so prior to the deadline of May 22, 2015.  The court greatly appreciates the 

participation of the bar and any other individuals wishing to make comment concerning these 

proposed changes.   

 
























